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MEMBER FOR GLADSTONE
HORSE RIDING TRAILS
Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (6.13 p.m.): I rise to support the motion moved by the

member for Tablelands. She and other speakers have outlined how long a history we have of families
enjoying the clean and positive recreational activity of horse riding. The member for Maryborough alluded
to our rich history in terms of early settlement and the use of horses as the basic mode of transportation. 

Those banning horse riding frequently cite the distribution of seeds by horses in national park areas
as a problem or they cite other problems that the horse riders and horses are purported to have created.
There is very little evidence put forward other than reasonably strong motherhood statements that these
problems will actually be long term. It is my view, particularly with regard to distribution of seeds et cetera,
that government vehicles traversing private land distribute more noxious weeds in national parks than
recreational horse riders do. 

This motion does not ask for a decision without consultation or information. People have been
consulted to exhaustion and horse riders feel that they have not been listened to at all. Information has
been gathered for in excess of four years. Riders are saying that enough is enough. This motion supports
their view. 

The minister's amendment shows that the government's intention is to allocate alternative off-park
paths. But where? The member for Barron River cited some of the options. But it is concerning to me—and
I think it will be to others—that consideration is being given to right of ways through private property. Many
landowners would express grave concerns if that was one of the options significantly under consideration. 

The member for Mudgeeraba mentioned private land. Who will administer such right of ways? Who
will make the rules and administer the rules on properties of various use? Is that another job for land
owners? 

Mr Wellington: Liability.
Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM: Liability factors also need to be considered. The member for Cook stated

that national parks need high levels of protection. We agree. Many believe the government's rhetoric
regarding the national parks is not matched by its expenditure on their care—for example, the removal of
rangers or parks personnel from national parks. 

Horse riders care for their environment. They take note of changes to their trail areas both positive
and negative. They liaise with what is left of our local national parks and forestry staff. They really have, in
many cases, become the eyes and ears of local departments. Their further removal from national parks
and other areas will diminish the amount of observation that is taken in those very sensitive areas of the
state. 

Other speakers have talked about the danger of riding on the roads. That danger is most in focus in
the rural-urban overlap. The western area residents on large properties have plenty of work to do on
horses. Not too many of them go out for recreational riding, I would expect.This motion recognises the
reality created as the growth of the coastal fringe in Queensland continues while the need for safe, healthy
recreational activities also needs to continue. Most towns and cities have pony clubs, equestrian and
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dressage groups. Open trail riding and endurance riding is a different but equally important group of riders.
We are asking that they be allowed to retain a safe, enjoyable recreational option. Current trails allow
separation from urban conflicts—cars, motorbikes and dogs that exit from home blocks and spook the
horses. 

Over a period of years from the time when the Hon. Rod Welford was Minister for the Environment in
2000, horse riders have been given a clear expectation that their access to environmental areas would not
be compromised. When he was the Minister for the Environment he assured protesters outside this House
that new rules ‘would not hurt recreationalists'. We ask tonight through this motion that this and other
subsequent assurances given by government ministers be honoured in a timely manner. Twelve months is
long enough for decisions to be made that will give access and security to those trail and horse riders in
our community who look after the environment. On that basis, I support the motion moved by the member
for Tablelands. 
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